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BOARD OF WATER COMMISSIONERS 

MINUTES FOR THE MEETING OF 

JUNE 10, 2025 

 

A quorum being present, Chairperson Sheldon called the meeting to order at 5:05 PM. He announced that the 

virtual version of the meeting was being recorded and requested those in attendance to state their name and title 

for the record by roll call: 
 

Board Members Present in Person: Joshua M. Fox, Commissioner and Chairperson - Present; and Robert H. 

Sheldon, Commissioner – Present. 
 

Board Members not Present: Robert E. Boyd 
 

Others Present in Person: Vincent J. Roy, Executive Director - Present; Thomas S. Travers, Treasurer - Present; 

Karen Moretti, Assistant Treasurer – Present; Mike Abbondanzio, Foreman - Present; and Theodore Kline of 198 

Pratts Mill Lane.  
 

Others Present Virtually: Janie Dretler of 286 Goodmans Hill Road.  
 

1. Review and Vote to Approve the Minutes from the Board of Water Commissioners Meeting held on 

May 27, 2025. 
 

The Commissioners reviewed and approved the minutes for the May 27, 2025, meeting, as amended. 

Commissioner Fox made the motion for approval, which was duly seconded by Commissioner Sheldon, 

and approved by unanimous roll call: 
 

Joshua M. Fox, Commissioner - Aye 

Robert H. Sheldon, Commissioner and Chairperson – Aye 
  

2. Review of the Director’s June 6, 2025, Bi-Weekly Report.   

Director Roy presented his bi-weekly report, covering the following topics: 

 

• Stainless Steel Pipe Issue at Raymond Road WTP/ PFAS Filtration System: 

Commissioner Sheldon requested an update from Director Roy on the stainless pipe corrosion issue at 

the Raymond Road WTP/PFAS treatment system. Mr. Roy reported that he had received a notice from 

Newterra, the PFAS vessel manufacturer, stating that microbial corrosion (MIC) issues had occurred in 

other installations. In response, Newterra addressed the problem by using higher-grade Schedule 

40/316L stainless steel piping in future installations. They expressed confidence that this material 

upgrade, along with revised welding processes, would mitigate further corrosion-related leaks. 

Newterra remains committed to assisting the District in resolving the current issue. 

Mr. Roy also forwarded Newterra's memo to the District’s metallurgist consultant, Randy Nixon. In his 

response, Mr. Nixon acknowledged that higher-grade piping would offer greater longevity but 

cautioned that the underlying conditions allowing microbial bacteria to cause pipe failure remained 

unchanged. 

 

He further stated: 
 

“It is great that the manufacturer has identified MIC as a primary damage mechanism of Type 304L 

stainless steel. It is also admirable that they are proactively replacing the material. The change in 

welding process will reduce warpage and help ensure more even heat input. However, CPI is not 

aware that this welding process will improve MIC or chloride-associated pitting or crevice 

corrosion. > > More importantly, based on our decades of experience with MIC in stainless steels, 

the MIC resistance of 316L is only marginally better than that of 304L. The small, 2-plus percent of 

molybdenum in 316/316L improves chloride-driven localized corrosion to some extent but does not 
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significantly enhance MIC resistance. > > I would suggest that SWD push back on this. We would be 

curious to know the basis for stating that 316L has any significant advantage over 304L regarding 

MIC resistance. While the greater wall thickness from Schedule 10 to 40 will provide some 

additional durability, its effectiveness against MIC is limited.” 
 

Given time constraints and the need to avoid major disruptions, Mr. Roy stated that the District would 

proceed with replacing all failed piping at the Raymond Road facility with upgraded 316L stainless 

steel pipe. However, the District has also requested a cost estimate from Barbato Construction for a 

change order to replace the planned 316L stainless steel piping at the East Street WTP/PFAS filtration 

facility with glass-lined ductile iron pipe. Mr. Roy noted that this alternative may cause a delay in 

construction and committed to reporting back to the Commissioners with further updates.  Chairman 

Fox suggested replacing the 316L stainless steel pipe at the Raymond Road facility with the glass-lined 

ductile iron pipe during next GAC media change out.  
 

There were no further questions regarding the Director’s Bi-Weekly Report. 
 

3. Appeal for Water Abatement/ 198 Pratts Mill Road.   

Director Roy provided a brief summary of the request of the property owner, Theodore Kline, for an 

abatement regarding 198 Pratts Mill Road. He also presented a printed record of the property's water usage 

during the relevant period, highlighting continuous, consistent consumption of just under 8,000 gallons per 

day over two weeks, from January 13, 2024, through January 27, 2024. 
 

Mr. Roy explained that the abatement request was denied because the property owner had not taken steps 

to check the plumbing and repair any leaks, as required by the Abatement Policy. He further noted that Mr. 

Kline was confident that all plumbing fixtures in the home were functioning properly and suspected the 

issue might stem from a faulty water meter. 
 

Mr. Kline then presented his case for appealing Mr. Roy’s decision, emphasizing that the tenants are 

responsible individuals who use water conservatively. Following an extended discussion, Chairman Fox 

requested that Mr. Kline engage a plumber to inspect the toilet fixtures and other plumbing within the next 

30 days for potential causes of the excessive water usage. Mr. Kline agreed to the request and committed 

to reporting back to Mr. Roy with his findings. 

 

4. Presentation of Wells 4 & 6 PFAS Treatment Evaluation. 

Director Roy informed the Commissioners that Weston & Sampson postponed their presentation until the 

next Commissioners Meeting scheduled for June 24, 2025. 
 

5. Review Kleinfelder Draft Report/Emergency & Long-Term Water Supply.  

Director Roy requested that this topic be postponed until the next Commissioner Meeting scheduled for 

June 24, 2025, to which the Commissioners agreed. It should be noted that Janie Dretler only briefly 

attended the meeting, because this was the only agenda item that she was interested in. 

 
 

Conclusion of Open Meeting  

Commissioner Fox moved to conclude the open public meeting session and move into executive meeting 

session, not to return to the open public meeting session, under executive session “Exemption 3. To 

approve Executive Session Minutes for April 15, 2025, and April 29, 2025, and the chair so declares.”  

Chairperson Fox subsequently so declared. The motion was duly seconded by Chairperson Sheldon and 

was approved by a unanimous roll call: 
 

Joshua M. Fox, Commissioner - Aye 

Robert H. Sheldon, Commissioner and Chairperson - Aye 
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  There being no further discussion, the meeting adjourned at 6:24 p.m. 

 


